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July 19, 2016 

 
Dear East Ramapo CSD Community Member, 
 

The State Education Department (“Department”) is aware of the critical role the monitors 
have played in the East Ramapo Central School District (“District”) during the 2015-2016 school 
year. Each monitor possessed a unique area of expertise which was invaluable in helping both 
the District and the community realize tremendous progress toward the goal of ensuring that 
East Ramapo’s students have access to appropriate programs and services, and that the 
District is on a path to fiscal and programmatic stability.  
 
 S.8131/A.10723 has now been signed into law (Chapter 89 of the Laws of 2016), 
which continues my appointment of monitors to the East Ramapo Central School District for an 
additional year. Importantly, the law enhances fiscal and budgetary planning and oversight; 
ensures that the monitors have access to meetings of the board as well as District documents 
and records; and provides $3 million in state funding to the district. This appropriation will 
enhance the educational opportunities of public school students in the District by supporting 
services such as reducing class sizes, expanding academic and enrichment opportunities, 
establishing and expanding kindergarten programs, expanding extracurricular opportunities and 
providing student support services. 
 
 The Department will appoint up to three monitors who meet the specific criteria set 
forth in the law. The monitors will assist the District in developing the newly required long-term 
strategic academic and fiscal improvement plan, and comprehensive expenditure plan. I will 
review and approve these plans to ensure appropriate benchmarks and measurable objectives 
are set, and compliance with such plans and applicable state and federal laws and regulations 
is met. Reimbursement will be disbursed from the $3 million for expenditures that supplement, 
not supplant, expenditures from local, state and federal funds for approved purposes. These 
funds will directly benefit the students attending public schools in the District. In addition I will 
review the District’s annual budget, developed in consultation with the monitors, to ensure that 
to the greatest extent possible, it expands educational programming for students and is 
balanced within the context of revenue and expenditure estimates and mandated programs. 

 
Many accomplishments occurred during the 2015-2016 school year including that the 

District hired a new superintendent, improved teaching and learning for its students, increased 
transparency and communication with the community, and began the process for much-needed 
capital repairs and projects. The Department will immediately begin work to build upon these 
successes for the benefit of the District’s students and implement the requirements and 
responsibilities set forth in the new law. 

        
Sincerely,  

 
 

MaryEllen Elia  
Commissioner   


